The IB Primary Years Programme
at Campus des Nations

Curriculum Guide
The International School of Geneva, Campus des Nations is committed to follow and further
develop the four International Baccalaureate (IB) Programmes. The Primary Years Programme
(PYP) is the first of the programmes offered by the IB and provides the curricular framework for
teaching and learning for students from Pre Reception to Year 6. The PYP is an inclusive
programme and the school provides support to ensure access for all students.
The PYP model synthesises the soundest research and best practices from a range of systems
to create a challenging, engaging and relevant programme used in an increasing number of
schools worldwide. The Programme has a set of standards, which must be met before a school
is authorised to offer the programme and there is a regular external evaluation of the degree to
which the school continues to meet these standards. When Campus des Nations opened in
2005, two authorised PYP schools amalgamated and as a new primary school we have
successfully participated in IB evaluation visits. The results of the most recent visit acknowledge
the work we are doing as an IB PYP school.
What is the IB Primary Years Programme (PYP)?
The PYP focuses on the development of the whole child as an inquirer, both in the classroom
and the world outside. It is a framework guided by six transdisciplinary themes of global
significance, explored using knowledge and skills derived from six subject areas, as well as
transdisciplinary skills, with a powerful emphasis on inquiry. (IB, 2012)

THE IB Primary Years
Programme (PYP)

TRANSDISCIPLINARY THEMES







Who We Are
Where We Are in Place and Time
How We Express Ourselves
How the World Works
How We Organise Ourselves
Sharing the Planet

SIX SUBJECT AREAS







Arts
Language
Mathematics
Personal, social and physical education
Science
Social studies

APPROACHES TO LEARNING
(Transdisciplinary Skills)
COMMUNICATION:
Reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing,
presenting and non-verbal
SOCIAL:
Collaboration, Cooperation, Respecting others
SELF MANAGEMENT:
Organisation, Coordination, Affective, Reflection
RESEARCH:
Information Literacy, Media Literacy
THINKING:
Acquisition of knowledge, Comprehension,
Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation,
Dialectical thought, Metacognition
CENTRAL TO THE PYP






The IB Learner Profile
A student-centred curriculum
Exhibition in the final year of the
programme
Attitudes
Action

The written curriculum is a balance of essential knowledge and skills,
development of conceptual understanding, demonstration of positive
attitudes and taking responsible action.
Students will explore each of the six transdisciplinary themes through
units of inquiry which provide opportunities for in-depth investigations
into important ideas. These themes are revisited every year allowing
students to develop a deeper and broader understanding in each area.
(Students aged 3 to 5 engage with four themes each year.)
Example: Sharing the Planet
An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite
resources with other people and with other living things; communities
and the relationships within and between them; access to equal
opportunities, peace and conflict resolution.
Under this theme, our youngest students explore the ways in which we
share our environment with living things. In Year 3 the students are
exploring access to clean water, the effects of pollution and
conservation. In Year 6 the students inquire into how decisions and
actions can lead to peace or conflict. Each unit builds on prior
knowledge and experience and makes connections to real-life.

Child Centred and
Inquiry Based
At Campus des Nations, we address students’ academic, social
and emotional well-being. We recognize and respect that each
child is an individual and we account for uniqueness of culture,
prior experiences, temperament and learning style. We
encourage students to develop independence, and to be active in
and take responsibility for their own learning. Inquiry allows each
student’s understanding of the world to develop in a manner and
at a rate that is unique to that student. Students’ ideas and
interests are included and valued in the planning for teaching and
learning. (IB, 2009)

French
In all PYP schools, students have the opportunity to learn
another language. At Campus des Nations French is taught for
four periods per week from year 1 to year 4 and five periods per
week in years 5 and 6. At Saconnex, two of these periods are
taught through Content and Language Integrated Learning
(CLIL); during these lessons students inquire into an aspect of
the unit of inquiry in French. The other Language Block lessons
follow a more traditional organisation where students are
separated into beginning, intermediate or advanced levels
according to their needs. At Pregny and Saconnex there are
French speaking assistants working in class alongside the
English speaking homeroom teacher.

Assessment
Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning at
Nations. Planning is guided by pre-assessments that establish
what a child already knows, understands and can do. Formative
assessments are then carried out and feedback is given to ensure
progress. At the end of each unit, summative assessments are
used to evaluate learning.
Everyone involved with assessment should have a clear
understanding of the reason for the assessment, what is being
assessed, the criteria for success, and the method by which the
assessment is made.

The Exhibition
In the final year of the PYP, students are required to engage in
the Exhibition. This is the culminating experience of the PYP and
provides an opportunity for the students to demonstrate the
attributes that they have developed during their time at a PYP
school. It is an opportunity to inquire into an issue that they care
about and an opportunity to make a difference.
At Nations, we focus on action. Each student must engage in their
learning such that they initiate a purposeful response that offers a
solution to a real-life problem or issue.

Campus des Nations

Silver for Syria assembly – presentation to representatives from UNHCR.

Programme of Inquiry

IB Learner Profile
One of the most important aims of an education at the International
School of Geneva, something that is embedded in our Vision for an
International Education and expressed in the IB mission statement, is a
commitment to develop a community of internationally minded learners.
The IB Learner Profile is central to the PYP definition of what it means
to be internationally minded, and teaching and learning about the
following attributes are explicitly planned for and explored within all areas
of school life. Units of inquiry, assemblies and the Student Action Group
provide opportunities for students to explore their own identities and
share their cultural beliefs and values.

